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Ventilating shower, laundry, and cooking 
areas

Promptly fixing leaky roofs, windows, and 
pipes

Controlling humidity levels

Throughly cleaning and drying a!er 
flooding 

These are molds that need to be cleaned up! 
Here are steps to prevent the your home from 
growth: 

4 Prevent mold by controlling the 
moisture in your home

CHECK YOUR HOUSE FOR MOLD

This checklist was created in collaboration with the Flourishing Communities Collaborative at Georgia Tech
For more information, please visit:

fc2.design.gatech.edu

DOES YOUR HOME HAVE FURRY GROWTH, BLACK STAINS, OR SPECKS OF DIFFERENT COLORS ON SURFACES? 

Source: CDC’s Basic Facts about Mold and Dampness and 
EPA’s a Brief Guide to Mold, Moisture, and Your Home

1 What is mold?
Molds are common issues found in homes, molds 
grow where there is lot of moisture, such as on leaky 

surfaces, windows, water pipes or where there has 

been flooding. Molds can grow on dust, paints, drywall, 
carpet, fabric and upholstery. Mold can enter your 
home through open doorways, windows, vents, and 
heating and air conditioning systems. Many building 
materials provide suitable nutrients that encourage 
mold to grow.

2 Why is mold dangerous?

Molds can be found indoors and outdoors, but indoor 

molds can affect some people’s health. Inhaling or 
touching mold or mold spores may cause allergic 

reactions in sensitive individuals. A 2004 Institute of 
Medine (IOM) study found that there was sufficient 
evidence to link indoor exposure to mold, especially 
the black mold with upper respiratory tract symptoms, 
cough, and wheeze even in healthy people, and other 
conditions that harm the immune system.

3 Run regular maintenance of your 
home

Check for evidence 
Look for damage and visible mold. 
Correct conditions causing mold growth 
such as water leaks, condensation, 
infiltration, or flooding.

Look for evidence of Condensation
Condensation is the process of water 
droplet accumulation on surfaces such 
as walls/windows and the water-air hits 
cold surfaces. 

Look for evidence of Infiltration 
Infiltration is the process of outside 
air and water entering your homes 
unintentionally through gaps in the 
walls, ceilings, roof, and foundation.  

Check for evidence of Moisture 
Moisture causes Mold and it is important 
to check your house for excess moisture 
to prevent mold.

https://www.cdc.gov/mold/faqs.htm
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-10/documents/moldguide12.pdf

